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We, the undersigned grassroots, organizational, and elected leaders of New Jersey strongly 
support Nancy Pelosi for Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

What House Democrats are going to be able to accomplish in the next two years will 
require skilled and tested leadership. We also need an effective check against the excesses 
of the Trump Administration and Congressional Republicans. Nancy Pelosi is the best 
choice to lead that fight. 

She is a stalwart progressive voice on immigration, financial reform, progressive taxation, 
LGBTQ rights, civil rights, and gun reform - issues that the vast majority of Democrats 
believe in and turned out in droves to vote for in the 2018 midterm election. 

But perhaps the most important reason that Nancy Pelosi should be Speaker is her role in 
the passage and defense of the Affordable Care Act. Without Nancy Pelosi’s leadership the 
Affordable Care Act simply would not exist. As she said during the fight to pass the 
Affordable Care Act: “We’ll go through the gate. If the gate’s closed, we’ll go over the fence. 
If the fence is too high, we’ll pole vault in. If that doesn’t work, we’ll parachute in. But we’re 
going to get health care reform passed for the American people.” 

Many of us fought alongside Nancy Pelosi to pass the Affordable Care Act. Since Donald 
Trump’s election we, and those we represent, have tirelessly worked to defend the 
Affordable Care Act. Once repeal was defeated we began work to elect candidates to 
Congress who would protect and improve the Affordable Care Act. 

After leading the charge to pass the Affordable Care Act, defend the Affordable Care Act, 
and then winning back the House in a historic election as a referendum on the Affordable 
Care Act, it is hard to imagine that Nancy Pelosi would be facing these same challenges 
within her party if she were a man. 

The blue wave that sent eleven New Jersey Democrats to Congress was fueled primarily by 
women. Denying the Speakership to the woman who led that charge and was its chief 
architect will be misinterpreted as a move away from our Democratic priorities and ideals. 

Our nation faces grave threats to our democracy, our institutions, and our Democratic 
priorities. We need Nancy Pelosi’s leadership now more than ever. 



Organization Listed For Identification Purposes Only 
 

Milly Silva 
1199SEIU 

Rosemary Hill 
Grassroots Leader 

Stacey Kalb 
Action Together New Jersey Ocean County 

Barbara Blonsky 
Action Together Burlington County 

Jeanne Jordan 
Action Together Gloucester County 

Uyen "Winn" Khuong 
Action Together New Jersey 

Elizabeth Foley 
Action Together New Jersey 

Stacey Murphy 
Action Together New Jersey 

Shannon Coulter 
Action Together New Jersey 

Kim Baron 
Action Together New Jersey 

Cookie Acot 
Action Together New Jersey Somerset County 

Elizabeth Vinci Sisti 
Action Together New Jersey 

Moira Nelson 
Action Together New Jersey 

Kelly Shea 
Action Together New Jersey Warren County 

Anna Wong 
Action Together New Jersey Northeast 

Gretchen Landenburger 
Action Together New Jersey 

Rachel Green 
Action Together New Jersey 

Devon Mazza 
Action Together New Jersey Ocean County 

Alison Arne 
Action Together New Jersey Atlantic County 

Susan Coleman 
Action Together New Jersey Burlington County 

Christine Luland 
Action Together Ocean County 

Leslie Boen 
Action Together Sussex County 

Joan Jacobsen 
Action Together Sussex County 

Donna M Chiera 
AFTNJ 

Tammi Bathke 
Action Together Burlington County 

Cheryl Marciano 
Action Together New Jersey Warren County 

Pamela Brug 
Action Together New Jersey Union County 

Amie Tolomeo 
Action Together New Jersey 

Daysi Martinez-George 
Action Together New Jersey 

Sharon Podsada 
Action Together New Jersey Bergen County 

Jackie Low 
Action Together New Jersey Bergen County 

Arlene Holt 
Action Together New Jersey Bergen County 

Patricia Soteropoulos 
Action Together New Jersey Morris County 

Marcia Marley 
Blue Wave NJ 



Sherri Neuwirth 
Blue Wave NJ 

Laura Matos 
Chair of NJDSC Women's Caucus and former NJ 
Political Director for Hillary for President 

Valerie Dargan 
City University of New York 

Hetty Rosenstein 
Communications Workers of America 

Estina Baker 
Communications Workers of America 

Margaret Illis 
Community Activist 

Dianne Smith 
Community Baptist Church-Englewood 

Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Congresswoman, NJ-12 

Dolores Phillips 
CWA Local 1089 

Fareeda Mabry 
CWA District 1 

Gaye Palmer 
CWA Local 1033 

Victoria Fisher 
CWA Local 1037 

Kristen Affrime 
CWA Local 1038 

Mary Slomine 
Democratic Municipal Chair of Margate, NJ 

Myra Terry 
Feminist Activist 

Marie Corfield 
Legislative Chair, Flemington-Raritan School 
District 

Maggie Moran 
Former State Director for US Senators 
Lautenberg and Corzine 

Debbie White 
Health Professionals and Allied Employees-AFT, 
AFL-CIO 

Ann Mccabe 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation 

Karen Bellamy Lewis 
IFPTE 

Laura Zurfluh 
Indivisible Cranbury 

Deborah Rifkin 
Indivisible Cranbury 

Madeline Trimble 
Indivisible NJ-5 

Cathy Brienza 
JOLT 

Mila Jasey 
New Jersey Assembly, LD-28 

Sandra Kot 
IFPTE Local 194 

Michele Jaker 
MBI 

Shawn Laurenti 
Morris County 

Ajay Kaisth 
Grassroots Leader 

Maureen Leidy 
Grassroots Leader 

Gilda Morales 
Grassroots Leader 

Ilisia Kissner 
Grassroots Leader 

Lori Price Abrams 
Grassroots Leader 

Carol Rizzo 
Deputy Mayor Neptune Township, NJ 

 



Deborah Morgan 
New Bruswick Area NAACP Branch 

Beverly Brown Ruggia 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Ann Vardeman 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Phyllis Salowe-Kaye 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Leila Amirhamzeh 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Beverly Brown Ruggia 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Maura Collinsgru 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Theresa Dempewolf 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Joan Pransky 
Public Interest Attorney 

Valerie Vainieri Huttle 
New Jersey State Assembly 

Loretta Weinberg 
Majority Leader, New Jersey State Senate 

Kim Gaddy 
Newark V.O.I.C.E.S (Vote, Organize in 
Communities Everyday) 

Franceline Ehret 
Committeeperson, NJ Democratic Party 

Lizette Delgado-Polanco 
Vice Chair, NJ Democratic Party 

Sheila Reynertson 
NJ Policy Perspective 

Marsha Shapiro 
NJ Women's March 

Analilia Mejia 
NJ Working Families 

Dena Mottola Jaborska 
New Jersey Citizen Action 

Barbra Siperstein 
NJDSC 

Joyce Mollineaux 
NJSC - NAACP 

Catherine Malmstrom 
Community Activist 

Suzanne Johnstone 
Community Activist 

Lisa Ruffman-Weiss 
Community Activist 

Joanne Macbeth 
OFA 

Donna Fotiadis 
Organization United 4 Respect (Our Walmart) 

Jean Durbin 
Princeton Community Democratic Organization 

Abigail Rose 
Princeton Community Democratic Organization 

Bainy Suri 
Princeton Community Democratic Organization 

Wendy Kaczerski 
Princeton Community Democratic Organization 

Kathy Brickman 
Ramsey Pins 

Julia Sass Rubin 
Associate Professor, Rutgers University 

Smita Nadia Hussain 
Community Activist 

Karen Haskin 
STAND Central NJ 

Neena Singh 
STAND Central NJ 

 



Olga Starr 
STAND Central NJ 

Sheila Oliver 
New Jersey Lieutenant Governor 

Pamela Miller 
Summit Global Strategies, Ltd. 

Lacey Cotter Rzeszowski 
Summit Marches On 

Gina Trish 
Grassroots Leader 

Amy Plotch 
Sutnick Plotch Communications 

Diane Sandahl 
SwingLeft 

Blanche Stuart 
The WorkGroup 

Erin Chung 
Women for Progress 

Elizabeth Meyer 
Women's March on New Jersey 

Luz Garate 
32BJ SEIU 

Michele Liebtag 
CWA Local 1036 

Patricia Campos-Medina 
Labor and Grassroots Activist 

Pamela Lampitt 
New Jersey State Assembly, LD-5 

Jean Pierce 
Health Professionals and Allied Employees-AFT, 
AFL-CIO 

Julia Barocas 
CWA District 1 

Brenda Sheeder 
Long Valley Indivisible 
 

Ann Marie Pinarski 
Weissman & Mintz 

Harriet Warner 
Grassroots Leader 

Jennifer Robinson 
Tewksberry Area Indivisible 

Tina Weishaus 
DivestNJ 

Amy Higer 
SOMA Action 

  

 


