FOR IMMEADIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Lauren Zisa
551-486-3685

NEW EVIDENCE SURFACES CONNECTING MAYOR LANKEY, EDISON DPW DIRECTOR, AND SKYWAY STRATEGIES
WITH “PEOPLE FOR PROGRESS”; PURCHASE OF STAMPS

Edison, NJ (May 28, 2019) - Edison Council Vice President, Ajay Patil, expressed frustration with the Edison Township
Council’s Committee of the Whole over the Committee’s resistance to Issuing subpoenas to Mayor Thomas Lankey,

DPW Director Anthony Russomano, a corporate representative from Skyway Strategies, and a corporate
representative from Jaffee Communications.

The purported purpose of the committee was to investigate the disgraceful Make Edison Great Again fliers and the
political action committee “People for Progress”, an entity that surfaced during the fall 2017 Mayoral election.

The mailersin 2017 were the first in a series of controversial fliers, most recently mailers from the Edison Democrats
2019 (“Real Democrats”) campaign that were criticized by the ACLU and NAACP. A federal complaint against Edison
Democrats 2019, a slate including Councilmembers Lombardi, Sendelsky, Diehl, Joshi, and Gomez, is pending.

Mr. Patil requested that the four witnesses be placed under oath to provide testimony regarding the racist Make
Edison Great Again fliers and their role with “People for Progress.” While Mayor Lankey issued a statement at the

Committee’s initial meeting on May 14, he was not placed under oath and he was not asked questions by the
committee.

“In an effort to get the committee back on track for its initial purpose, on May 24, 2019, | requested the attorney
for the committee to issue subpoenas for these individuals,” said Mr. Patil. “l was advised by the attorney for the
Committee, through an email, that | do not have the authority to request that these be subpoenaed and that the

authority to do so rests with Council President Gomez. He has not advised me whether he intends to honor my
request,” said Mr. Patil.

Mr. Patil is pointing to an email from Mr. Russomanno that connects Mr. Russomanno with Skyway Strategies and
People for Progress.

On September 19, 2017, Anthony Russomanno forwarded an email with the subject line “Final Version: Negative
Republican Mailer.” See Exhibit A. The email includes an email chain between Mr. Russomanno and Skyway
Strategies describing a negative mailer against Keith Hahn. In the email Skyway Strategies states to Mr. Russomanno
“This version includes your request to label Hahn as a cop who’s such a dunce that he cannot pass a promotions
test.” It also asks for Mr. Russomanno’s “written approval(s) to move ahead.”

A mailer meeting these specifications was later released by the group known as People for Progress. See Exhibit B

A second email from Mr. Russomano on October 10, 2017, with the subject line “Edison Dems Dear Neighbor Letter”
included an image of a flier that Skyway Strategies recommended “easily copied at Office Max or Staples.” From
the email it appears that Skyway strategies is recommending that these fliers be mailed with stamps much like the
racist flyer that was sent out as opposed to using a traditional mail house. See Exhibit C.

It has been revealed that Mr. Lankey’s campaign paid for a large number of stamps in the fall of 2017. While the
committee of the whole received testimony that Shariq Ahmad, the Chairman of the Edison Democratic
Organization purchased $3,920.00 in stamps, the Committee did not inquire as to who paid for the stamps. An ELEC
report filed by Mr. Lankey on November 27, 2017 shows that the Lankey campaign paid $3,920.00 on November 1,
2017 for postage. See Exhibit D.




“Unfortunately, the committee has become a parlor game, with fingers pointing at-all. Instead of a committee
searching for the truth, it has become a political vehicle for the Lankey Team, the Column A Democrats,” said
Richard Brescher, a current Board of Education Member and council candidate.

Mr. Brescher stated that he provided committee members with evidence that Skyway Strategies was an entity
related to Jaffee Communications, a Township vendor that is paid to act as the Mayor’s spokesperson. “| told

Council member Diehl back in 2018 that Skyway and Jaffee communication were related entities. It baffles me why
they would not call them for testimony,” said Mr. Brescher.

Mr. Hahn, in his testimony to the Committee of the Whole provided details regarding the funding of People for

Progress and the associated mailers. According to Mr. Hahn, the PAC was funded by supporters of Mayor Lankey,
specifically PegPAC. See Exhibit E.

In summary, there is now evidence that 1. Mr. Lankey’s campaign paid for stamps in November 2017; 2. That the
Political Action Committee known as People for Progress sent mailers meeting the specifications created by Mr.
Russomanno and Skyway Strategies; 3. Skyway Strategies and Jaffee communications are related entities; and 4.
Evidence that People for Progress was funded through contributions from individuals supporting Team Lankey.
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Exhibit B



EDION REPUBLICANS: BEWARE;

IS NOT A LEADER.

HE’S NOT EVEN A REAL REPUBLICAN.
HE 1s AN WHO

AND MAKES

HEe DEMOCRATS..
& To ReEpuBLICcAN ' (.
TO RUN FOR - """V |
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CAN HE REALLY
RUN EDISON?
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Dear Neighbor:
FAKE DEMOCRATS may try to LIE TO YOU!

The Democratic Committeemen & Committeewomen we recently

elected from our neighborhood turned out to be TRAITORS to the
DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

These FAKE DEMOCRATS may try to TRICK YOU into displaying
FAKE LAWN SIGNS saying: “DEMOCRATS FOR HAHN!”

DON’T DO IT — DON’T BE FOOLED!

These LIARS are desperate REPUBLICANS helping Patrolman
KEITH HAHN.

Real Democrats dumped PATROLMAN HAHN. Now he masquerades

as a REPUBLICAN, but he does not and will not represent our
community.

Proudly display ONLY REAL LAWN SIGNS for EDISON MAYOR
TOM LANKEY and “The Edison Team!”

On Nov. 7 — ELECT Column B Democrats.

PAID FOR BY XXX
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REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND
EXPENDITURES

FORM R-1

NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 185, Trenton, NJ 08625-0185

(609) 292-8700 or Toll Free Within NJ 1-888-313-ELEC (3532)
Web site: http://www.elec.state.nj.us

CANDIDATE OR COMMITTEE NAME
THOMAS LANKEY

STREET ADDRESS
69 SALEM STREET

COUNTY ELECTION DISTRICT OR MUNICIPALITY
MIDDLESEX EDISON

POLITICAL PARTY, IF ANY OFFICE SOUGHT

DEMOCRAT MAYOR

REPORT FILED:

20-DAY POSTELECTION

For State Use Only

Submitted Via Internet

CITY STATE Z1P CODE
EDISON NJ 08820 11/27/2017 At 10:05 PM
I

ELECTION DATE

ELECTION TYPE E ELECTI
November 07, 2017 GENERAL ELECTION
SUMMARY TABLES

TABLE 1. RECEIPTS THIS REPORT

1. MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS / LOANS OF $300 OR LESS $ 5,800.00

2. MONETARY CONTRIBUTIONS IN EXCESS OF $300 AND ALL $ 16.100.00
CURRENCY CONTRIBUTIONS [Schedule A]

3. IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS OF $300 OR LESS

$ 0.00

4. IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS IN EXCESS OF $300 [Schedule B] $ 0.00

5. LOANS RECEIVED IN EXCESS OF $300 AND ALL CURRENCY LOANS

$0.00
[Schedule C]

. SUB TOTAL (ADD LINES 1 THRU 5) $21,900.00

7. REFUND OF CONTRIBUTIONS [Adjustment Schedule] ©
8. TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

9. ADD FUNDS TRANSFERRED FROM PRIOR CAMPAIGN )
10. TOTAL RECEIPTS (ADD LINE 8 + LINE 9

$ 0.00
$ 21,900.00

$0.00
$21,900.00

)

TABLE II. EXPENDITURES

CUMULATIVE
TO DATE

$ 13,275.00
$ 81,850.00

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

$ 95,125.00

$ 0.00
$ 95,125.00

$ 109,764.08
$ 204,889.08

. DISBURSEMENTS - CAMPAIGN EXPENSES [Schedule 1(D)] $ 89,718.38
. DISBURSEMENTS - OTHER [Schedule 2(D)] $0.00

. DISBURSEMENTS - CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO OTHER
CANDIDATES/COMMITTEES [Schedule 3(D)]

. CONTRIBUTIONS MADE ON BEHALF OF OTHERS $0.00
[Pro Rata Amount Schedules 1(D) and 2(D)]

. IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS OF $300 OR LESS (TABLE I, LINE 3)
. IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS IN EXCESS OF $300 (TABLE I, LINE 4) $0.00
. SUB TOTAL (ADD LINES 1 THRU 6) $ 89,718.38
. REFUNDED DISBURSEMENTS [Schedule F] ) $ 0.00

$0.00

$ 0.00

- TOTAL EXPENDITURES (LINE 7 MINUS LINE 8) $ 89,718.38

New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission Electronic Filing.

$ 128,500.73
$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$0.00

$ 128,500.73
$ 0.00

$ 128,500.73

Form R-1 Revised 09/2016
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[TEWZED RECEIPTS (Other than Loans)

SCHEDULE A | rgm.—! Tl

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. PHOTOCOPIES MAY BE USED IF ADDITIONAL FORMS ARE
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