
Dear Friend,

You may have read how Governor Phil Murphy has been asleep at the switch on an
important issue he campaigned on -- ridding New Jersey’s cities and towns of
dangerous lead drinking water pipes. It’s sad to think that up to 250,000 New Jersey school
children and according to Gannett New Jersey, “likely many more in recent years,” have
been exposed to lead poisoning in their own schools.
 
What’s most troubling is that the Murphy Administration, namely his NJ Department
of Environmental Protection, has neglected to live up to the many promises of politician
Phil Murphy.
 
Here are but a few examples, and counting:

Murphy's questionnaire on what he would do as governor to solve this
problem, from the 2017 general election.

In early 2018, Murphy said he would focus on the lead issue.

Murphy also mentioned the lead crisis in his inaugural address: "A stronger and fairer
New Jersey embraces comprehensive criminal justice reform -- including a process to
legalize marijuana -- and focuses on creating housing that is affordable and safe from the
danger of lead.”

The legislature convened a task force on the water crisis in 2017 and came up with
recommendations that they submitted to the Governor in early 2018. Not many of those
recommendations were acted upon. We recommended that the NJ School Development
Authority (SDA) allow the 31 SDA districts to obtain funding through the Emergent
Projects or Capital Projects programs to conduct necessary lead remediation activities.
Guess what? No action was taken. The point is that this report was submitted to the
Governor almost immediately upon his inauguration, so he had to be keenly aware of the
scope of the problem.

Murphy’s own Administration also knew how bad this problem was and
didn’t take immediate action to fix it. His NJ Department of Environmental
Protection fell down on the job.

https://acnj.org/downloads/2017_09_11_njvotes4kids_gubernatorial_candidates_lead_poisoning_responses.pdf
https://acnj.org/downloads/2017_09_11_njvotes4kids_gubernatorial_candidates_lead_poisoning_responses.pdf
https://www.app.com/story/news/health/2018/02/15/nj-lead-poisoning-water-paint/1074198001/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/governor/2018/01/16/full-text-phil-murphys-inaugural-address/1036455001/
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislativepub/reports/tdwi_final_report.pdf
https://www.northjersey.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northjersey.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fwatchdog%2F2019%2F09%2F25%2Flead-water-nj-250-000-students-exposed-lead-and-state-knew%2F2290504001%2F


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
JAMEL C. HOLLEY
State Assemblyman (D-NJ-20).
 
 

N.J. black leaders patronized by Murphy officials, top African-
American Democrat says

Paid for by Jamel Holley for Assembly

  And if that isn’t bad enough, while Murphy and his allies tried their best to downplay    
       the lead water crisis, the Newark Board of Education wasn’t being straight with the 
       parents of school children about dangerously high levels of lead in school drinking   
       water.

 No wonder Senator Ron Rice, the longest-serving African-American state senator in 
      New Jersey history called out Governor Murphy for not listening to the plight of     
      minority communities across the state.It’s time for the Governor to act. Too many 
      innocent lives are impacted.

Instead, county officials stepped up to the plate while Murphy was merely a spectator.

  Despite the legislature’s efforts to bring this issue to the forefront, one key bill was vetoed   
  by Governor Murphy even though there was a dedicated 5-cent paper or plastic bag fee       
  for removing lead paint and pipes.

https://newjerseyglobe.com/governor/legislative-black-caucus-chairman-says-murphy-patronizes-black-leaders/
https://www.nj.com/politics/2019/10/nj-black-leaders-patronized-by-murphy-officials-top-african-american-democrat-says.html
https://www.nj.com/essex/2019/10/high-lead-levels-found-in-water-at-7-newark-schools-spurring-calls-for-transparency.html
https://newjerseyglobe.com/governor/legislative-black-caucus-chairman-says-murphy-patronizes-black-leaders/
https://amp-cnn-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/amp.cnn.com/cnn/2019/08/26/us/newark-safe-water-funds/index.html?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQCKAE%3D#origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&prerenderSize=1&visibilityState=prerender&paddingTop=32&p2r=0&horizontalScrolling=0&csi=1&e-ios-scrollable-iframe=1&aoh=15707250245269&viewerUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Famp%2Fs%2Famp.cnn.com%2Fcnn%2F2019%2F08%2F26%2Fus%2Fnewark-safe-water-funds%2Findex.html&history=1&storage=1&cid=1&cap=navigateTo%2Ccid%2CfullReplaceHistory%2Cfragment%2CreplaceUrl&highlight=%7B%22s%22%3A%5B%22(CNN)%20The%20Essex%20County%20Improvement%20Authority%20will%20lend%20%24120%20million%20to%20the%20city%20of%20Newark%20to%20replace%20pipes%20that%20are%20contaminating%20water%20with%20lead%2C%20officials%20announced%20at%20a%20news%20conference%20Monday.%22%2C%22The%20replacement%20of%20the%20pipes%20will%20come%20at%20no%20cost%20to%20Newark%20residents%2C%20Essex%20County%20Executive%20Joe%20DiVincenzo%20Jr.%20said.%22%5D%7D

